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Local Training Event Strives to Raise Awareness of Substance Abuse Prevention for Older Adults
A special training event that will be held locally on March 15 is designed to raise awareness about the prevention of substance abuse by older adults.  The event is open to anyone in the community who is interested in the topic; however, pre-registration before the event is required as space is limited.  Continuing education hours have been approved for licensed professional social workers and counselors, and the event is also accepted for continuing nursing education.  
Sponsored by the Area Agency on Aging District 7, speakers for the event include Cindy McQuown from the Cornerstone Wellness Center in Medina, Ohio, and Sandy Calvert of the HANDS Foundation, a nonprofit organization committed to improving the quality of life for older adults.  

Substance abuse is frequently an invisible problem with older adults, masked and complicated by a lack of awareness, provider behavior and other health problems.  Too often, the signs of a substance abuse problem may be mistaken or overlooked as common signs of aging.  
At the conclusion of the workshop, participants will have learned:
· The nature and scope of the problem of substance abuse among older Americans.
· How a needs assessment can help communities determine the problem and its contributing factors, as well as the tools and resources needed to address the problem.

· How to build partnerships with all sectors of the community to address the problem.

· The promising programs and strategies that are being utilized statewide and nationally to address the problem of substance abuse among older Americans.  

The training will take place on Tuesday, March 15 from 9:00 am until 12:15 pm at the Piketon Comfort Inn, located on US Route 23 in Piketon, Ohio.  For more information or to register, please call Debbie Crawford at the Area Agency on Aging District 7 toll free at 1-800-582-7277, extension 209, or e-mail dcrawford@aaa7.org.  As space is limited, pre-registration is required to participate in the event.  Those who are interested in attending must call prior to March 15.   A $40 registration fee is required and can be paid the day of the event if necessary.  
Your local Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc. serves the following counties in Ohio: Adams, Brown, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Ross, Scioto and Vinton.  Services are rendered on a non-discriminatory basis.  Those interested in learning more about the services provided through the Area Agency on Aging District 7 can also call toll-free at 1-800-582-7277.  Here, individuals can talk directly with a nurse or social worker who will assist them with information surrounding the programs and services that 

are available to best serve their needs.   
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