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Long-Married Couples Who Volunteer Sought for Joined Hearts in Giving State-Level Award
Nominations Accepted Through Nov. 30, 2011
The Ohio Department of Aging is currently accepting nominations for its annual Joined Hearts in Giving recognition through Nov. 30, 2011. Joined Hearts in Giving honors Ohio couples who have been married for at least 40 years and who share a commitment not only to each other, but also to their community through volunteerism. Those chosen will be honored at a special reception hosted by the department and the First Lady of Ohio, Karen Waldbillig Kasich, in observance of Valentine's Day.
"It has been said that marrying and raising a family together is the ultimate volunteer job," said Bonnie Kantor-Burman, director of the Ohio Department of Aging. "Interestingly, many of the same traits contribute to success both in volunteerism and marriage: love, faith, respect, communication, tolerance and forgiveness. We are looking for folks who know what it takes to work together, share responsibilities, listen and use good humor to get through the tough times."
Individuals and organizations interested in nominating neighbors, colleagues, family members or friends may download a nomination form or submit a nomination online by visiting www.aging.ohio.gov/news/nominations/. To be eligible for recognition, the couple must be married for 40 years or longer and at least one of the spouses must be age 60 or older. Each spouse must actively participate and volunteer in community service, and the couple's primary residence must be in Ohio. The couple must be aware of and consent to the nomination.  Further information or questions may be directed to Melanie Ayotte with the Ohio Department of Aging at (614) 728-0253.
“We’d really like to see as many nominations as possible from our district,” says Pamela K. Matura, Executive Director of the Area Agency on Aging District 7.  “It’s always important to take the time to recognize individuals who volunteer their time and make a difference in their communities.  Joined Hearts in Giving is an opportunity for our state-level department to recognize couples throughout the state who have made a commitment not only to each other, but also to their communities.  It’s an event in which our Agency always enjoys taking part.”   
The Area Agency on Aging District 7 covers ten counties in Ohio including Adams, Brown, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Ross, Scioto and Vinton. 
Your local Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc. (AAA7) provides services on a non-discriminatory basis.  These services are available to help older adults and those with disabilities live safely and independently in their own homes through services paid for by Medicare, Medicaid, other federal and state resources, as well as private pay.  The AAA7’s Resource Center is also available to anyone in the community looking for information or assistance with long-term care options.  Available Monday through Friday from 8:00 am until 4:30 pm, the Resource Center is a valuable contact for learning more about options and what programs and services are available for assistance.

Those interested in learning more can call toll-free at 1-800-582-7277 (TTY: 711).  Here, individuals can speak directly with a nurse or social worker who will assist them with information surrounding the programs and services that are available to best serve their needs.  The Agency also offers an in-home assessment at no cost for those who are interested in learning more.  Information is also available on www.aaa7.org, or the Agency can be contacted through e-mail at info@aaa7.org.  The Agency also has a Facebook page located at www.facebook.com/AreaAgencyOnAgingDistrict7.
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