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Home Inspection Program Helps Seniors 
Live Safely

Area Agency on Aging and Community Partners Recognize the
 Scioto Foundation and Portsmouth Area Ladies Society 
for Monetary Support

“This is a great, helpful program for senior citizens.  I was so impressed with all the helpful suggestions. Thanks so much.”
This testimony of appreciation is just one of the many positive comments the Senior Housing Inspection Program (SHIP) has received concerning its much needed services that have been made available to Scioto County seniors over the past year.  This free service is made possible by a number of coalition members who work together to provide these services.  Led by the Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc. (AAA7), additional coalition members include the Portsmouth Police Department, New Boston Police Department, Scioto County Sherriff’s Office, Portsmouth Fire Department, New Boston Fire Department, Scioto County Volunteer Fire Departments, Scioto Retired and Senior Volunteer Program, Scioto County Department of Job and Family Services, and Shawnee State University’s Master of Occupational Therapy Program.   In recent months, the program has been quite pleased to receive monetary support from the Scioto Foundation ($4,500.00) and the Portsmouth Area Ladies Society ($400.00).  Community donations are needed and much appreciated in order to keep SHIP operational.
SHIP is available to all Scioto County seniors, 60 years of age and older, without regard to income.  The service provides a home safety inspection to identify problems that make an individual susceptible to burglaries, fires or injuries due to falls.  Inspections are conducted by qualified law-enforcement officers, fire department personnel, aging service professionals, and occupational therapy student interns.  After the no-cost inspection, a written safety assessment is presented to the resident and if needed, home safety equipment is provided based on the findings of the assessment at no cost to the senior.  The Scioto County program is modeled after a successful project that was implemented in Ross County in 2008.  
According to Kaye Inoshita, RN, Director of the Regional Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program at the AAA7, from May 2009 until April 2010, 26 home inspections were conducted by SHIP in Scioto County with the following supplies provided to seniors at no cost:  33 smoke detectors, 15 carbon monoxide detectors, 13 fire extinguishers, 18 night lights, 15 bath mats, and 21 non-slip rug mats or tape.  In addition, all 26 individuals were provided with education about long-term care options and elder abuse.  
Specifically in Scioto County, the program is one that is addressing a concern for many seniors given that one in eight Scioto County residents age 60 or older have incomes below the poverty level and have a high possibility of being unemployed.  This in turn can present a high proportion of individuals who live in dangerous home conditions of which they are unaware or able to correct because of a lack of income or the age of the house.  Not to mention the potential for the home to present conditions that would increase the risk of a fall.  Thankfully, the SHIP program provides an avenue to address these concerns in order to provide safer living conditions for Scioto County’s senior population.  

“The great aspect of SHIP is the collaborative efforts of so many of our county organizations and agencies,” commented Inoshita.   “Without the support from these agencies and the individual professionals who give of their time to develop the program, SHIP would not exist.  It is a wonderful program that helps seniors safely age in place in their own homes.”  
Another senior who was able to benefit from the services provided through SHIP commented, “This means so much to someone living alone like me.  You get a ‘thumbs up’.”  
For more information regarding SHIP, or to find out if you qualify for a free assessment, call Karen Wilcoxon, RN, with the Area Agency on Aging toll-free at 1-800-582-7277, extension 140.  
Your local Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc. provides services on a non-discriminatory basis.  These services are available to help older adults and those with disabilities live safely and independently in their own homes through services paid for by Medicare, Medicaid, Veterans Administration, other federal and state resources, as well as private pay.  

Those interested in learning more can call toll-free at 1-800-582-7277 (TTY 1-888-270-1550).  Here, individuals can speak directly with a nurse or social worker who will assist them with information surrounding the programs and services that are available to best serve their needs.  Information is also available on www.aaa7.org.
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