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Area Agency on Aging Applauds Governor’s Action to End Wait for Senior Services

Advocates for Ohio’s older adults, including your local Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc. (AAA7), are very appreciative to Governor Ted Strickland with the recent announcement of his order to end the waiting list for PASSPORT and other in-home and community services by the end of March. With this action, 592 older adults currently on the waiting list across the state, including 52 in our 10-county district, will be able to access the long-term care they need and deserve. Just this Thursday, February 25, it was announced by the Ohio Department of Aging that the funds have been approved and PASSPORT can begin enrollment immediately.
PASSPORT (Pre-Admission Screening System Providing Options and Resources Today) is a Medicaid waiver program operated through the Ohio Department of Aging that provides medical care to qualifying seniors in home and community settings.  Locally, PASSPORT is coordinated and administered by the AAA7 and is made possible by funds through the Ohio Department of Aging (ODA).  Waiting lists were implemented by the ODA for these services in order to balance their budget for fiscal years 2010-2011.  

“The AAA7, along with other area agencies across the state, is pleased that Governor Strickland called the order to eliminate this waiting list so that older Ohioans can receive the care they need and deserve without delay,” commented Pamela K. Matura, Executive Director of the AAA7.  

Services provided through PASSPORT include personal care, homemaking, home-delivered meals, medical emergency response systems, medical transportation, adult day care, in addition to home medical equipment and supplies.  Those eligible for PASSPORT services include individuals 60 years of age or older who are Medicaid-eligible and live in a private residence where they can be safely supported.  Individuals who meet these requirements and need hands-on help with daily activities such as bathing, dressing and meals to remain at home could be eligible for PASSPORT services.  

Your local Area Agency on Aging District 7, Inc. serves the following counties in Ohio: Adams, Brown, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, Ross, Scioto and Vinton.  Services are rendered on a non-discriminatory basis.  The Agency’s Mission is “Assisting individuals to maintain independence and personal choice by providing resource options and services.”  Those interested in learning more about the services provided through the Area Agency on Aging District 7, can also call toll-free at 1.800.582.7277.
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